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South & SE Sides- Health Impacts

Health and Covid-19

 Covid-19 disproportionately affects people with 
pre-existing conditions (like asthma, cancer, heart 
disease), most living in majority African American
and Latinx communities.

 Many families in our communities on Chicago’s 
south and southeast sides have pre-existing health 
conditions.

 Many households are multi-generational, which 
means a household is likely to have at least one 
person who is high-risk.



Asthma rates for nearby, impacted community areas: Chicago’s asthma rate for 2017 was 9.1. Comparatively, South Chicago has an asthma rate of 

14.4. South Deering has an asthma rate of 20.7. Hegewisch and East Side data were not available. 

Source: Chicago Health Data. “Asthma: Adults who have been diagnosed with asthma.” Chicago Health Atlas. Website accessed: 08/01/19.  

https://www.chicagohealthatlas.org/indicators/asthma

Cancer death rates for nearby, impacted community areas: Chicago’s cancer death rate for 2017 was 179.2. Comparatively, South Chicago has a 

cancer death rate of 229.0. South Deering has a cancer death rate of 220.5. East Side & Hegewisch had cancer death rates of 189.0 & 197.9 respectively.

Source: Chicago Health Data. “Cancer deaths: People who died due to cancer.” Chicago Health Atlas. Website accessed: 08/01/19. 

https://www.chicagohealthatlas.org/indicators/cancer-deaths
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South & SE Sides- Health Impacts

Health and Covid-19

 Covid-19 disproportionately affects people with 
respiratory issues, which are related to air quality.

 Again, African American & Latinx communities are 
most impacted.

 South and southeast sides are highly impacted.





South & SE Sides- Health Impacts

Health and Covid-19

 Chicago’s south and southeast sides have high 
positivity rates and/or mortality rates for Covid-19.





As of 08/27/2020



Covid- 19 Positivity Rates, cases, & tests

60617 is #11 in the City for number of Covid cases, and #13 for positivity rates in 

the City (per State of Illinois website).

60633 is #21 for Positivity rates, but has few people tested. It’s #51 for people 

tested (out of 61 zip codes in Chicago).







South & SE Sides- Vaccine need

 The south and southeast sides need local access to
vaccines, esp. since our communities have limited 
transportation access, limited internet access, and
issues with internet connectivity.



There are nearly 1.7 times 
more vaccine places on the 

North Side of Chicago, 

compared to the South Side of 

Chicago. 

80 locations vs 47 locations

(Source: State of Illinois website of 

vaccine locations)



Commentary: 

Covid-19 Racial Disparities
Risk codes by community area

Covid-19 fatalities



South & SE Sides- Vaccine need

Vaccines and where to get them


















